
Gros Plan sur le Monde des Fourmis 

 

 
 

Par : 

 
David William Henri, 878 6

e
 rue, Chibougamau, G8P 1W2, (418) 748-3504, deckoners@hotmail.com 

 

Andréanne Filion Cloutier, 384 Rue Jourdain, Chibougamau, G8P 2M2, (418) 748-7373, andreannefc@msn.com 

 

Patrick Léveillée Perreault, 106 rue Dubuc, Chibougamau, G8P 2V7, (418) 748-2257, p_p91@hotmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT: 

 
Ants are the perfect example of Darwin’s natural selection, since they were able to survive and 

adapt to almost all conditions through millions of years. We can find them everywhere from the tropical 

regions all the way to harsher climates. They were able to do so because of their highly structured way of 

life where every individual has his tasks and role inside the colony. This experiment tries to examine the 

social behaviour and the strength of ants, and also how well ants can adapt to an artificial environment. 

The ant farms proved there were different types of ants inside a colony, such as “movers” that moved dirt 

and corpses of ants to the cemetery. Also noticeable were “defenders”, bigger with larger mandibles and 

faster movement.  The presence of a cemetery and their technique to move dirt over their source of water 

in order to control humidity are two observations made regarding their social behaviour. Ants are also 

well known for their incredible strength as was observed in an ant moving a small piece of apple 

weighting about 55 times its own weight. Also, both of the colonies adapted very rapidly to their artificial 

environment and seemed to like it since, after a while, when  the covers of the Petri dishes where they 

were kept captive were removed, they no longer tried to escape and leave the heap, as they all wanted to 

do at first . However, in order to fully study ants, an artificial heap remains inadequate since they are real 

workers, and its environment does not let them show all their capabilities. 

  

 

MOTS-CLÉ : Biologie, fourmis, société, comportement, adaptation 
 

mailto:deckoners@hotmail.com
mailto:andreannefc@msn.com
mailto:p_p91@hotmail.com

